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second witness is a jurist, Lord Watson, member of the
House of Lords and of the Privy Council. His judg-
ment on the nature of the Act of 1867, rendered in
1892, is in agreement on all points with the thesis of
the autonomy of the provinces: "The object of the
Act was neither to weld the provinces into one, nor to
subordinate provincial governments to a central au-
thority, but to create a federal government in which
they should all be represented, entrusted with the
exclusive administration of affairs in wThich they had
a common interest, each province retaining its inde-
pendence and autonomy."

That is why those people are not wrong who com-
pare the Constitution of 1867 to a pact of honour, even
if it must be added, in order to be absolutely correct,
that this Constitution is rather the result, the conse-
quence of a pact of honour between  French-  and
English-speaking Canadians.    They are equally right
who maintain that the provinces  do not hold their
attributes or prerogatives from the federal government,
as they are right when they frequently protest against
a social legislation which too often ignores the peculiar
situation of the French and Catholic elements.   Thus
when the province of Quebec, through the voices of all
its premiers, from Chauveau to Taschereau and Du-
plessis, affirms that the federal pact, or, still better, the
Act  of   1867,  has  created  an  association  of  states,
autonomous and sovereign in their respective spheres,
it has on its side both historical tradition and legal
argument.   In these terms can be explained the atti-
tude of at least two of the provinces, the richest and
most powerful, Ontario and Quebec, which do not wish
to yield to the central authority their most important